Familial vocal cord dysfunction.
Vocal cord paralysis is a common cause of neonatal stridor. Familial vocal cord dysfunction, however, is unusual. All three siblings in one family had neonatal stridor. Vocal cord dysfunction was confirmed after endoscopic examination in two of the children; a temporary tracheotomy was required by one child. Results of evaluation, including pulmonary function tests, suggest discrete dysfunction localized to the neuromuscular pathway responsible for vocal cord abduction. Endoscopy is of prime importance in the diagnosis of vocal cord dysfunction. In considering therapy, the physician must weigh both the potentially life-threatening nature of vocal cord paralysis, as well as the likelihood of eventual spontaneous resolution of many familial and idiopathic cases.